
Aspirations of the Singapore Youth on Biodiversity 
 
This paper is a culmination of two youth consultative meetings on matters concerning             
Singapore’s biodiversity. It aims to empower the youth of Singapore, ages between 15 and 35               
years (both years inclusive), to have a voice in the decision-making process for local biodiversity               
matters. Participants of these two meetings came from varying backgrounds, from secondary            
and tertiary school students to undergraduates and working adults. The four main themes of the               
aspirations are: Biodiversity Protection through Policies and Enforcement, Youth Education and           
Empowerment, Public Communications and Engagement, and Recognition for the         
Interconnectedness of Different Issues. 
 
Biodiversity Protection through Policies and Enforcement 
This section covers the policy-related aspects of our aspirations. 
 
1. We believe that both government policies and effective enforcement efforts remain           
paramount in protecting our country’s biodiversity. 
 
2. We hope for the adoption of stronger policies supporting the protection and            
enhancement of marine and terrestrial nature spaces of documented ecological value, whether            
formally designated or otherwise.  
 
3. We acknowledge that urban development in Singapore is a complex issue, and that             
there exists a delicate balance between development and the preservation of our country’s             
biodiversity. We hence believe in the need for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) to be               
carried out each time a new development is anticipated to tangibly impact Singapore’s             
biodiversity. 
 
Youth Education and Empowerment 
This section focuses on enhancing both the knowledge and capacities of the youth, and support               
for their initiatives for biodiversity. 
 
4. We believe that the youth, who will assume stewardship of our country in the future, play                
an important role in decision-making processes of our shared environment such as in             
developments and policies that affect our country’s biodiversity. 
 
5. We believe in the necessity of including biodiversity issues in the formal education             
curriculum as a primary step for awareness of their importance among the youth. We welcome               
positive developments in this regard, especially the introduction of more of these issues into              
syllabuses at the secondary and pre-university levels.  
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6. We advocate for greater action and leadership from the youth in conserving our             
country’s biodiversity. These could be achieved by equipping the youth with skills useful in              
executing initiatives, such as public communications and team management, on top of            
enhancing eco-literacy in them. 
 
7. We hope to foster an environment of open interaction for the youth to engage with               
different stakeholders in biodiversity issues, particularly the government, the private sector and            
the wider public, and in doing so amplify their voices for biodiversity issues. 
 
Public Communications and Engagement 
This section concerns efforts in communicating biodiversity matters to the wider public and             
actively engaging them.  
 
8. We believe that efforts in public communications and engagement can be improved to             
empower more people to appreciate the value of biodiversity in our society and the world, and to                 
make a greater difference. 
 
9. We are hopeful that outdoor education and experiential activities can continue to expose             
more people to Singapore’s flora and fauna, and allow them to appreciate that Singapore is               
located in one of the most biologically-diverse regions in the world.  
 
10. We believe in tailoring our efforts to the varying needs and profiles of the wider public,                
noting the diverse cultural, linguistic and socio-economic backgrounds of our country’s           
populace, among other observations. 
 
Recognition for the Interconnectedness of Different Issues 
This section focuses on the interconnectedness between biodiversity and other issues. 
 
11. We recognise the interconnectedness between biodiversity and other issues in the           
national interest, and hope that such interconnectedness is similarly understood at the political             
and societal levels.  
 
12. We also believe in deepening cooperation among policy-makers, business owners,          
experts of various issues, members of the wider civil society and other parties of interest, so that                 
these interconnected issues can be addressed as fairly and holistically as possible.  
 
13. We are deeply concerned in particular about climate change and pollution, and their             
adverse effects on biodiversity beyond our ways of life. We hope that everyone can be more                
aware of these issues and take greater steps to mitigate such effects, including changing              
attitudes and addressing unsustainable practices.  
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Annex 
 
Method of Youth Consultations 
The two consultative meetings were held in the form of focus-group discussions. During each              
meeting which lasted about two hours, the participants were first introduced to the Convention              
on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Global Youth Biodiversity Network (GYBN), as well as             
Singapore’s efforts and role in biodiversity-related matters. They then dispersed into several            
discussion groups, with each group focusing on a particular thematic issue. Facilitators guided             
the discussions by asking questions and synthesizing the inputs, while scribes took note of the               
points raised in their respective groups. After these discussions, each group presented a             
summary of its points to the other groups. All participants were then given the opportunity to                
discuss the points raised and network with one another.  
 
Background of the Singapore Youth Voices for Biodiversity (SYVB) Team 
The SYVB Team, previously the Singapore Youth CBD2020 Consultations Team, was formed in             
August 2019. Its purpose is to engage with and represent the youth of Singapore on biodiversity                
matters under the ambits of the CBD and GYBN. The team is responsible for organising               
consultations with the youth, and developing the relevant positions to reflect the hopes and              
dreams of the youth for biodiversity.  
 
Background of GYBN 
GYBN is a network of youth with the goal of preventing the loss of biodiversity. It was                 
established in August 2012 as an initiative of the International Youth Conference on Biodiversity              
(IYCB) in 2010. With the support of several groups including the CBD Secretariat, the German               
Federal Ministry of the Environment and the German Youth Association for the Protection of              
Nature (NAJU), GYBN initiated advocating for youth participation in biodiversity decision-making           
processes at all levels. As the official youth coordination platform for the CBD, GYBN              
collaborates with governments, non-government organisations and communities to unite the          
voices of youth groups globally. GYBN ensures the rights of both the youth and future               
generations in biodiversity policies and their implementation.  
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